
Commission on Transitions Report 
Presbytery of Great Rivers 

for August 18, 2026 

The Commission on Transitions held Zoom meetings on May 5, June 2, July 7, and August 11. We’ll 
continue meeting monthly via Zoom on the first Tuesday at 10:30 am. We are pleased to welcome 
RE Susan Weikert as an incoming member of our team. 

Here are updates to share regarding some of our congregations that have been in transition: 

• Chatham began a covenant agreement with TE Lonna Lee, PT in May 2026.
• Quincy Ellington Memorial began an arrangement with Rev. Steve Ferguson (ordained

Foursquare), PT in May 2026. He will lead worship but will not moderate session or
administer the sacraments.  FIT interview conducted and approved on 5/28.  Formal
covenant agreement details in process.

• Woodhull United began a covenant agreement with Mr. Connor Brinson, FT on Aug 1. He will
lead worship but will not moderate session or administer the sacraments. FIT interview
conducted and approved on 7/30.

• New Windsor & Rio were formerly seeking a pastoral leader together; now they are searching
separately.

In total, we have been working with 19 congregations (21 including the yoked congregations) in 
transition. This is nearly 1 in 4 churches in the Presbytery. 

Each of these 19 congregations has a Transitional Ministry Partner (TMP) assigned to accompany 
them through the time of transition in pastoral leadership. TMPs are members of the Commission 
on Transitions, along with those who are continuing in ministry partner relationships previously 
established: TE Kay Daniel, RE Marcia Jungmeyer, and RE Sheila Sheer. We thank them for their 
ongoing service.  

One important way we support congregations in transition is to ensure they have a session moderator 
assigned to guide them.  Teaching elders who are willing to accept a moderator assignment are 
encouraged to contact Commission on Transitions (to assist a congregation in transition) or 
Commission on Congregational Life (to assist a congregation needing a long-term moderator).  
We look forward to receiving at least quarterly communications from the moderators of churches in 
transition.   

Please keep congregations in transition in your prayers as we accompany them in the discernment 
of faithful leadership structures.  

Respectfully submitted, 

TE Karol Schilling | Co-Moderator Commission on Transitions |  pgrtransitions@greatriverspby.org  
TE Edwin Brinklow | Co-Moderator Commission on Transitions | pgrtransitions@greatriverspby.org 
Commission Members: TE Marla Bauer, RE Sue Roberts, RE Randy Sigler, RE Marty Tarter 
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