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Main Passage 
 

Acts 2:1-21 [NRSV updated edition] 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17 In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my 
Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 
Additional Scripture Passages 
 

Romans 12:6-21 [NRSV updated edition] 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the 
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 
Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
pursue hospitality to strangers. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep 
with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what 
is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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Exodus 31:1-11 [NRSV updated edition] 
The LORD spoke to Moses, 2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of 
Judah, 3 and I have filled him with a divine spirit, with ability, intelligence, and knowledge, and every kind 
of skill, 4 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, and in 
carving wood, to work in every kind of craft. 6 Moreover, I have appointed with him Oholiab son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, and I have given skill to all the skillful, so that they may make all that I 
have commanded you: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark of the covenant, and the cover that is on it, and 
all the furnishings of the tent, 8 the table and its utensils, and the pure lampstand with all its utensils, and 
the altar of incense, 9 and the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the basin with its stand, 10 
and the finely worked vestments, the holy vestments for the priest Aaron and the vestments of his sons, 
for their service as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense for the holy place.  They shall 
do just as I have commanded you.” 
 
Book of Order References 
 

F-1.01 God’s Mission 
 The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—creates, 
redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms all things and all people. This one living God, the Scriptures say, 
liberated the people of Israel from oppression and covenanted to be their God. By the power of the Spirit, 
this one living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ, who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be 
raised again to new life. The Gospel of Jesus Christ announces the nearness of God’s kingdom, bringing 
good news to all who are impoverished, sight to all who are blind, freedom to all who are oppressed, and 
proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all creation. 
 The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the Church. In 
Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and humanity by 
proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at font and 
table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ. Human beings have no higher goal in life than to 
glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant fellowship with God and participating in God’s 
mission 

 

F-1.0302 The Marks of the Church 
a. The Unity of the Church 
 Unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. Just as God is one God and Jesus Christ is our one 
Savior, so the Church is one because it belongs to its one Lord, Jesus Christ. The Church seeks to include 
all people and is never content to enjoy the benefits of Christian community for itself alone. There is one 
Church, for there is one Spirit, one hope, “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:5–6). 
 Because in Christ the Church is one, it strives to be one. To be one with Christ is to be joined with 
all those whom Christ calls into relationship with him. To be thus joined with one another is to become 
priests for one another, praying for the world and for one another and sharing the various gifts God has 
given to each Christian for the benefit of the whole community. Division into different denominations 
obscures but does not destroy unity in Christ. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), affirming its historical 
continuity with the whole Church of Jesus Christ, is committed to the reduction of that obscurity, and is 
willing to seek and to deepen communion with all other churches within the one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church 
 

F-1.0403 Unity in Diversity 
 “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no 
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 
promise” (Gal. 3:27–29). 



 The unity of believers in Christ is reflected in the rich diversity of the Church’s membership. In 
Christ, by the power of the Spirit, God unites persons through baptism regardless of race, ethnicity, age, 
sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, geography, or theological conviction. There is therefore 
no place in the life of the Church for discrimination against any person. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
shall guarantee full participation and representation in its worship, governance, and emerging life to all 
persons or groups within its membership. No member shall be denied participation or representation for 
any reason other than those stated in this Constitution. 
 

G-1.0102 The Fellowship of the Congregation 
The polity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) presupposes the fellowship of women, men, and 

children united in covenant relationship with one another and with God through Jesus Christ.  The 
organization rests on the fellowship and is not designed to work without trust and love. 

 
Questions: 
1. How do these passages speak about Spiritual Giftedness? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In what ways does your church or ministry setting cultivate Spiritual Giftedness as it is reflected in the 

passages used in this study? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In what ways does the Presbytery utilize/empower Spiritual Giftedness as it is reflected in the 

passages in this study? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In light of our reflections this morning, what does Spiritual Giftedness mean for you in your faith life? 


