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Main Passage 
 
John 13: 1-17 [NRSV] 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and 
go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  
2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.  And during 
supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 
Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”  Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share 
with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said 
to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.  And you 
are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of 
you are clean.” 12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, 
I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 
Additional Scripture Passages 
 
Matthew 25:34-40 The Message 
34-36 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you who are blessed by my Father!  Take what’s 
coming to you in this kingdom.  It’s been ready for you since the world’s foundation.  And here’s why: I was 
hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I was homeless and you gave me a room, I 
was shivering and you gave me clothes, I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came 
to me.’ 
37-40 “Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about?  When did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you a drink?  And when did we ever see you sick or in prison and 
come to you?’  Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you did one of these things 
to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.’ 
 
Psalm 72:11-14, 17-19 CEB 
11 Let all the kings bow down before him; let all the nations serve him. 
12 Let it be so, because he delivers the needy who cry out, the poor, and those who have no helper. 
13 He has compassion on the weak and the needy; he saves the lives of those who are in need. 
14 He redeems their lives from oppression and violence; their blood is precious in his eyes. 
17 Let the king’s name last forever.  Let his name endure as long as the sun.  Let all the nations be blessed 
through him and call him happy. 
18 Bless the Lord God, the God of Israel—the only one who does wondrous things! 
19 Bless God’s glorious name forever; let his glory fill all the earth!  Amen and Amen! 
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Book of Order References 
 
F-1.01 God’s Mission [First paragraph] 

The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—creates, 
redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms all things and all people. This one living God, the Scriptures say, 
liberated the people of Israel from oppression and covenanted to be their God. By the power of the Spirit, 
this one living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ, who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be 
raised again to new life. The Gospel of Jesus Christ announces the nearness of God’s kingdom, bringing 
good news to all who are impoverished, sight to all who are blind, freedom to all who are oppressed, and 
proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all creation. 

 
F-1.0201 The Authority of Christ 

Almighty God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and set him above all rule and authority, has 
given to him all power in heaven and on earth, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  God has 
put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church, which is his 
body.  The Church’s life and mission are a joyful participation in Christ’s ongoing life and work. 

 
F-1.0301 The Church Is the Body of Christ 

The Church is the body of Christ.  Christ gives to the Church all the gifts necessary to be his body. 
The Church strives to demonstrate these gifts in its life as a community in the world (1 Cor. 12:27–28): 

The Church is to be a community of faith, entrusting itself to God alone, even at the risk of losing 
its life. 

The Church is to be a community of hope, rejoicing in the sure and certain knowledge that, in 
Christ, God is making a new creation.  This new creation is a new beginning for human life and for all 
things.  The Church lives in the present on the strength of that promised new creation.  

The Church is to be a community of love, where sin is forgiven, reconciliation is accomplished, 
and the dividing walls of hostility are torn down. 

The Church is to be a community of witness, pointing beyond itself through word and work to the 
good news of God’s transforming grace in Christ Jesus its Lord. 

 
F-1.0304 The Great Ends of the Church 

The great ends of the Church are:  
the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;  
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;  
the maintenance of divine worship;  
the preservation of the truth;  
the promotion of social righteousness;  
and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world. 
 

G-1.0102 The Fellowship of the Congregation  
The polity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) presupposes the fellowship of women, men, and 

children united in covenant relationship with one another and with God through Jesus Christ.  The 
organization rests on the fellowship and is not designed to work without trust and love. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Questions 
 

1. How do these passages speak about Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In what ways does your Church or Ministry Setting embody Service as it is reflected in the passages 

used in this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In what ways does the Presbytery embody Service as it is reflected in the passages in this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In light of our reflections this morning, how have you experienced Service in your faith life. 
 
 


