
The Worship of God 
Presbytery of Great Rivers Worship 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! 

PRELUDE  

CALL TO WORSHIP     
We did not first seek God.  God came looking for us.  
We do not find God.  It is God who finds us.  
Come, let us free ourselves of expectation and responsibility. 
Let us find God here in our worship today.  

OPENING PRAYER      
Loving God, we come into your presence with singing, 
  each of us comes with unique strengths and weaknesses. 
Thank you, God, for creating a space  
  where we are accepted as we are, 
    where we can breathe, be honest, learn and grow. 
Thank you for meeting with us here. 
Thank you for our faith community. 
You teach and empower us to live together, 
  to serve the gospel 
    and change the world 
     with a love that does not end. 
Loving God, thank you. Amen. 

SING   “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”    #275 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION       
Forgiving God, every minute of every day 
  the world asks us to compare ourselves with other people. 

We confess that we give in to this temptation, 
   sometimes feeling worse 
     but most often feeling better than others.  
We ask you to forgive us.  
May we dwell in your presence where each person 
     and all people reflect your love to one another and are inspired. 
(Silent Personal Prayers) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
God’s promise to every generation 
   is to know that God is here for us in divine grace and love. Amen. 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS                                                                                             Joel 2:23-32 & Luke 18:9-14                                                                    
      …The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.                                         
 

REFLECTION                                                                                                                    Reverend Susan Phillips 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*SING                                                     “Let Us Build a House”                                                         #301 
 

GIVING OUR GIFTS        for Illinois Presbyterian Home                                                                                                                           
 

DOXOLOGY                                                      “Gloria à Dios”                                                                        #585                                      
 

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION 
 

May God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

God, Maker of heaven and earth, 
   we pray that what is planted here will grow and flourish, 
      watered by your gracious blessings. 
From this ground let your Word rise  
   in celebration of your redeeming love  
      with which we are fed at Christ’s table, 
         and your baptismal promise fulfilled by the Holy Spirit. 
May the house built here 
   be a haven of gathering for all your people, 
      and a home for nurture and preparation 
         to serve the world with your love and justice. 
 

God of the universe, we dedicate our houses of worship to you. 
We thank you for all the gifts 
   that have come together in these buildings, 
      the craft and art of many hands, 
         contributions of money and material, 
            labors of love and prayerful commitments. 
 

Bless the work of our hands, O God, 
   that our sacred places may offer your abundant welcome 
      to many and diverse people, 
         that all who seek you may know your presence in their lives. 
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By your grace, O God, you have brought us into your covenant 
   through the waters of baptism, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      we are made members of the body of Christ, the church. 
Let all who hear your Word be renewed in faith 
   and strengthened in service to all creation. 
Your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. 
Eternal God, you enlighten all with your truth. 

Plant your Word in our hearts as good seed, 
   and allow it to grow into a rich harvest of justice, mercy, and love. 
Let it be the sharpened sword that separates truth from falsehood, 
   as we seek to follow the One who was, and who is, and who is to come. 
We do not live by bread alone,  
   but by every word that comes from your mouth. 
Gracious God, we come to you empty 
   and you invite us to take, eat, and drink. 
May we be vessels filled with your presence. 
As you feed us at the table, Holy One, 
   may we, your earthen vessels, carry your treasure into the world. 
Eternal God, our voices join with the songs of heavenly choirs 
   and the music of the universe in times of joy and times of sorrow. 
We praise you, O God, with trumpet sound; 
   we praise you with tambourine and dance, strings and pipes! 
Let everything that breathes praise God! 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Loving God, Help us to remember people in need and be willing to share.  
When we are the ones in need, help us be willing to receive.  
We recognize that giving and receiving are two aspects of one thing: love. 
May we be love and be loved. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts & debtors) 
SHARING COMMUNION        

SENDING INTO GOD’S WORLD 

SING   “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”  #625 

BENEDICTION 
Let us go out into God's world in peace; 
   have courage; hold on to what is good; 
      return to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; 
         support the weak; help the suffering; honor all persons; 

  love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

SENDING 

POSTLUDE    “”  
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