
Overview 

 The commissioners started to arrive in Minneapolis, 

MN at the Minneapolis Convention Centre on Friday, 

July 3, 2010. Some committees had their first meetings 

on Friday. The Young Adult Advisory Delegates, The 

Theological Student Delegates, and the Mission 

Advisory Delegates gathered to begin the energizing 

process for the long week ahead. Other commissioners 

were registered through a very effective process on 

Saturday. 

GA219 began with a grandiose worship service on 

Sunday July 4, 2010 attended by around 5,000 

worshippers. All kinds of spiritual experiences were offered 

and catered for. There were banners, dancing and singing, 

and Native American spirituality, baptism of a baby; 

communion and the moderator of GA219 gave his farewell 

talk. On Sunday afternoon the moderator for GA219, elder 

Cynthia Bolbach, was elected. The voting equipment was 

severely tested and strained, but eventually  worked well. 

On Sunday evening the Moderator’s Reception took place 

on Marquette Island, from where we watched the firework 

display.  

The day started with a worship service. The first two full 

(long) days were devoured by meetings of the 16 committees. Commissioners were assigned to one of 

the committees by a “random selection process by a computer.” All the various issues that were 

referred to GA by overtures from the presbyteries were assigned to committees, were all the hard work 

was done in smaller groups. The reports from the committees served in front of the plenary, where the 

fate of the issues was ultimately decided. Many issues didn’t make it to the floor of the plenary by virtue 

of the work of the committees. 

The beginning of the plenary was marked by an 

ecumenical worship service with communion in the 

Westminster Presbyterian Church in downtown 

Minneapolis on Wednesday morning. All the 

committee reports served before the whole plenary, 

where the motions were further perfected, voting took 

place, and alternatives were proposed. The moderator, 

vice moderator and the stated clerk guided us through 

bumpy places and stormy waters in an effective way 
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which did Robert’s Rules honor. 

 I was assigned to the committee for Peacekeeping and 

International Issues. Overtures before this committee 

had to do with direct combat operations in 

Afghanistan; the increase of humanitarian and 

economic assistance to Afghanistan; a study to 

consider new thinking and approaches to peacemaking 

and nonviolence, building on the PC(USA)’s 1980 

statement “Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling”; use 

of seven military bases in Colombia by the USA; 

peaceful reunification of North and South Korea; 

advocacy to end violence and warfare in Sudan; 

restoration of sustainable agriculture in Haiti; 

restoration of democracy in Madagascar; and the 

protection of religious minorities around the world. 

Personal impressions 

Attending General Assembly as Commissioner from a 

Presbytery is a privilege and honor. In this gathering of the 

church where the wider church is represented, you get the 

feeling of our denomination, with its variety and energy; 

you come to understand that God uses this denomination in 

powerful ways as sign of God’s presence in the world. 

The level of theological debate on the floor of the plenary 

was sometimes dubious.  The Presbyterian confessions and 

understanding oftentimes fell by the wayside in favor of a 

more popular, “feel good” type of argument. 

Debate on the floor didn’t change anyone’s mind.  

The system of assigning people a turn to speak wasn’t 

above board. Persons who wanted to speak had to line 

up at different microphones on the floor – and some 

had to wait and to wait and to wait for a turn. Some 

never got a turn to speak.  

Sharing time with a few members of our presbytery 

was great. The presence and advisory vote of YAADs 

and TSADs and MADs was great, enlightening and 

enriching. THANK YOU Sue and office personnel for the 

Commissioners tools: Computer (for pc-ōƛȊύΤ άȊŀǇǇŜǊέ ǘƻ 
vote; toys and candy to keep yourself occupied. 
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little blue “Lucky Packets” we received and the lunch on Wednesday… and for Sue and Frosty and 

Stephen and Doug and Drew for your presence 

“behind the railing.” 

There are many voices in the church. And this is right. 

We live in a country where freedom of speech is one 

of our constitutional rights. We also abide by the rule 

of the people, in other words, democracy works for all 

of us. Democracy should work even better in the 

church of Jesus Christ, where everyone is allowed a 

voice. In our diversity lies our strength and ability to 

respond to various real-life situations.   In diversity 

lies our conscience to also listen to the voice of the 

“other people.” 

GA219 has ended. The earth didn’t stop turning, the sun 

still rises in the east and sets in the west. The work of 

GA219, and Presbyterians in this world and of our 

Presbytery, goes on… and will continue until our Lord 

returns to take us home.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Danie deBeer 
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