Presbytery of Great Rivers

1230 W Candletree Dr, Suite D

Peoria, IL 61614

\__J 800-537-8592 / www.greatriverspby.org

HERE | AM:

HOLDING NEW PASTORS IN
OUR HEARTS

For Sessions
A Presbytery of Great Rivers Program for New Pastors

Adapted from a document prepared for the General Assembly Council and its
entities for use by the Presbytery of Great Rivers, Spring, 2009
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But GOD told Samuel, "Looks aren't everything. Don't be
impressed with his looks and stature. I've already eliminated him.
GOD judges persons differently than humans do. Men and
women look at the face; GOD looks into the heart."

Jesse then called up Abinadab and presented him to Samuel.
Samuel said, "This man isn't GOD's choice either."

Next Jesse presented Shammah. Samuel said, "No, this man isn't
either."

Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel. Samuel was blunt
with Jesse, "GOD hasn't chosen any of these."

Then he asked Jesse, "Is this it? Are there no more sons?" "Well,
yes, there's the runt. But he's out tending the sheep." Samuel
ordered Jesse, "Go get him. We're not moving from this spot until
he's here."

Jesse sent for him. He was brought in, the very picture of
health— bright-eyed, good-looking. GOD said, "Up on your feet!
Anoint him! This is the one."

Samuel took his flask of oil and anointed him, with his brothers
standing around watching. The Spirit of GOD entered David like a
rush of wind, God vitally empowering him for the rest of his life.

(The Message, Eugene Peterson,)

FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER

1. Inverse 1 Samuel is moping over the search process for a new
leader for God’s people. What are some of the emotions you or
your congregation are feeling as you search for a new pastor?
Describe a preconception that God might be asking you to leave
behind:

BENEFITS / REQUIREMENTS FOR CONGREGATIONS

Benefits For Congregations in the Here | Am Program
e Quicker process for securing pastoral leadership
e 2-year designated pastoral position offers flexibility

e Option is open for designated pastor to become installed
pastor after 2 years

e Expenses covered for training, meetings, and events related to
the Here | Am program

e Additional incentives provided by the presbytery will help
attract excellent candidates

Requirements For Participation in the Here | Am Program
e Pastoral position is full-time
e Terms of Call meet or exceed presbytery’s minimum

e Application Form for the Here | Am program has been
approved by session and submitted to presbytery

FAQ, APPLICATION FORMS, CONTACT INFO

How did the Here | Am - Holding New Pastors In Our Hearts
program get started?

The program began with the idea that many smaller congregations
have trouble attracting pastoral leadership. From there, it made
sense to focus on what might draw candidates to give a second,
deeper look at the rich opportunities offered by many of these
congregations. To help candidates past fears about isolation, loss of
seminary friendships, and financial concerns, the program offers
extra support - including collegial gatherings to build friendships
after seminary, mentoring from experienced pastors, return visits to
seminary for skill development and spiritual reflection, and extra
funding from presbytery for continuing education and debt relief.
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