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I took in the Sustainable Living Expo last weekend at Illinois Wesleyan University sponsored by: the Ecology Action Center of Normal. The expo was brimming with interesting booths pertaining to almost every aspect of living green. I met some valuable contacts – especially the Citizen’s Utility Board. I also gathered information from several contractors who can help our churches conserve energy and save money. 


The expo was also very inspiring. The attendees and the exhibitors were passionate about environmental stewardship, energy conservation and related topics.  I’ll take you on a virtual tour in hopes that you will catch some passion and enthusiasm. And maybe next year you can attend in person or keep your eyes open for “green” functions in your area. A member of my church who spends her winters in Florida was lamenting that by returning to Illinois at Easter time she was missing a green living weekend event. People of all ages are catching “green” fever and that’s exciting.
 
About a third of the booth space was unrelated to the mission of the expo – I hope in the future planners will take the tough stance to limit exhibitors to the topic at hand. About a third of the booth space was related to taking better care of our bodies. This is really not a defined goal in my job description but we  Americans do need to take better care of ourselves. Booths ranged from massage therapists, chiropractors, vitamin and herbal supplements, yoga, triathlon, organic foods and much more. It was really interesting to explore so many healthy options under one roof – and to pick up some free samples.


Several booth exhibitors featured rain water collection systems. The options range from small versions, 55-gallons home versions to large underground reservoirs perfect for large church roofs. Our church has new landscaping and a community garden. Wouldn’t it be great to water them with free rain water rather than chlorinated city water that we have to pay for? 


The Old House Society had a booth. This great organization salvages items from period homes, schools and other buildings that are going to be torn down and sells them to restoration contractors and home owners in their warehouse. You know the saying reduce, reuse and recycle – this is the epitome of reusing!!


The Citizen’s Utility Board was giving out free compact florescent bulbs. I asked questions about alternative electrical and gas suppliers now that parts of our utility providers have been deregulated. Their staff is always on hand to answer our questions in the future – and we’re sure to have some good ones. 


A local electrical supply house ha a lighting and light bulb expert. The “expert” is willing to travel to most if not all the churches in our Presbytery to assess your church’s current lighting plan. She can tell you how much you can save by switching out light bulbs to the new energy efficient options. Of course they also sell the light bulbs and offer delivery. If a church has a small budget this is a very good place to start. A small investment can capture large savings. If you are interested in a lighting consultation I can set you up with this company or I can explore other options in your community. 


A wind turbine company was exhibiting but their booth was so busy every time I tried that I never did get to speak to them in person but picked up their brochures. 


If you have any green events going on in your community let me know so I can promote them in this column and make sure you try to drop in and check them out. You’ll probably learn a new tip or two and you will come away inspired to keeping greening your lifestyle.

Hopefully you all read last week’s column announcing a new opportunity to bring FREE energy audits to all of our Presbytery churches. If want to get on the list shoot me an e-mail using the hot link below.

Feel free to post this column on your church bulletin board or reproduce them in your church newsletter. If you received this newsletter as a forward and want to subscribe go to www.greatriverspby.org and use the form in the upper right hand corner. To contact me e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.  Until next week let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.

