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My daughter returned from one of her first babysitting jobs about six years ago and I asked “how did it go?” She said the kids were fine but that she drank a soda and placed the can on the counter. When the parents returned she asked where their recycling bin was and they sheepishly admitted that they didn’t recycle. My daughter was taken aback – this was her first encounter with a household that did not recycle. 

Hopefully this family has since jumped on the recycling band wagon – they lived in a newer home with lots of room in a three-car garage right off the kitchen.

 Recycling options vary greatly among the communities in the Presbytery of Great Rivers. They range from the gold standard – curbside recycling to some rural communities where tax payers drive 15 minutes to place items in bins in a dark township shed. If you feel your community is not really served by any recycling options write and let me know. 

As I mentioned in my first column our church, St. Luke Union in Bloomington, recycles paper and aluminum. Our family takes our cardboard, glass, plastic and tin to large community bins in Normal. The only hardship is they are often full – especially after weekends and holidays. 

My previous house was tiny and finding space for any style of recycle bin was challenging but we kept one on the enclosed porch. My current house has a four seasons room between the house and garage, right off the kitchen and we have four stacking bins there to sort by product. 

If you are currently not recycling now might be a good time to resolve to start. Find out the rules in your area – for example our area does not allow lids of any kind. Make yourself rinse out containers as you use them. Be careful about placing containers in the dishwasher with the labels on as the labels can gum up your dishwasher and you may have to run a cleaning solution through it. Parents and grandparents who recycle are teaching the next generation to care for God’s earth. Pick up containers thrown out as litter and add them to your recycling. 

Does your church recycle? Many churches have huge dumpsters for the trash generated from congregations of all sizes. Does the coffee hour after church produce several large empty juice containers? How about last week’s spaghetti supper where 36 jars of sauce came from the wholesale grocery? If your church does not have curbside recycling does someone volunteer to take wash those containers and take them to the recycle bin? Start a discussion about recycling and start a new policy.

Write and tell me how your church handles recycling. Please forward this newsletter to others and urge them to sign up.
Until next week. . . .let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth. 
