JUNK YARDS & SCRAP YARDS
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I live on a “farmette.” Recently a friend and neighbor who is a “junker” came and hauled away lots of stuff left by the previous owners – old furnace ductwork, corrugated steel roofing panels, an old avocado refrigerator, my old water heater and other treasures. He charged me nothing. He takes it to the local scrap yard and keeps the money they pay him. As far as I’m concerned it’s a win win. 
Our church has an account with the scrap yard also. When I have something smaller like old aluminum window screens I can drop them off there and ask that instead of paying me they apply the funds to the church’s account. Once a month they mail a check to our church. This is part of my Presbyterian church’s commitment to greenness. It’s another win win. 

So set your recycling goals a little higher and consider what larger items you can keep out of the landfill and recycle at your nearest scrap yard. If your church is cleaning or remodeling make sure they are doing the same. If you don’t have access to a pick-up truck or trailer you might be able to arrange for a “junker” to pick up the items. Ask at the scrap yard.
One of the recent wind storms took some soffet and facia off my house. My carpenter came to repair that section. Knowing my position as an energy consultant he smiled and said I assume you want me to recycle the old, torn aluminum? You bet I answered. 
Several huge buildings in Bloomington-Normal are being torn down. I hope most of the material is being recycled and not heading for the landfill. There are ways to recycle old concrete and asphalt and many other building materials. If you are remodeling make sure to discuss options with your contractor and ask them to make green decisions on construction waste.

And go one step further and choose greener materials when possible for your home or church. There are floors and kitchen cupboard made from bamboo, recycled glass tiles and counter tops, low VOC paint and carpeting from natural fibers or that at least give off fewer toxic fumes after they are installed. This area is exploding with new products almost daily – it’s almost hard to keep up. So keep asking about options. Your contractor should be aware of new products and be able to suggest greener alternatives. 
Our family makes use of junk yards whenever possible. We work with a great mechanic who often tracks down the needed part at a local junk yard and we pay about a fourth the cost of new. We’ve always had good luck with these choices. Besides engine parts we have used headlights, hubcaps, a console cover and much more. Junk yards and scrap yards can be a wonderful tool in living green and making and saving money. A win win again. 

Hopefully you all read my recent column announcing a new opportunity to bring FREE energy audits to all of our Presbytery churches. If want to get on the list or need more information shoot me an e-mail using the hot link below.
Feel free to post this column on your church bulletin board or reproduce them in your church newsletter. If you received this newsletter as a forward and want to subscribe go to www.greatriverspby.org and use the form in the upper right hand corner. To contact me e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.  Until next week let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.
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