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“The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.” (Psalm 24:1-2) (New International Version)
The Presbytery of Great Rivers has made a commitment to environmental stewardship, energy conservation and related matters by creating a new position dedicated to these concepts. I’m Laurie Vial and I recently came on board to fill this exciting new role. I’ll tell you more about myself in the last paragraph. 
But first, what does this mean for the churches of the Presbytery (and here we really are talking about the church buildings). I’ll be providing special resources about energy audits, grants, new technology, programs provided by utility companies and many other topics to make God’s houses more efficient. This saves resources and money and helps preserve our environment for future generations. It’s a win, win, win. 

Some of these options will provide special resources to individuals and groups who are tasked with caring for our church buildings such as Session or building committees, custodians and pastors. Some of these options will be available to congregations. For instance, I will be available as a speaker to interested groups. 

What does this mean for members and regular attenders of our 108 congregations? This column will have suggestions for becoming greener in our personal lives. Subtle and not-so-subtle changes, once adopted, can preserve our planet for the future. And collectively we can make a bigger difference.
These resources will be available later on the web site www.greatriverspby.org and articles will be provided for your newsletters; as well as other formats. Encourage everyone to sign up for this electronic newsletter by using the form on the home page. Send me your concerns and ideas for future columns to greenenergy@greatriverspby.org. 
I am a member of St. Luke Union Church in Bloomington, IL, one of the churches in the Presbytery of Great Rivers. We have a long history to funding missions with a community paper and aluminum recycling program. Our nickname is the “recycling church” which we think is a great compliment. Our bumper stickers state “Recycle Religiously at St. Luke Union Church.” I previously did marketing for an electric utility company where I promoted energy conservation. I have a son who a junior in college and a daughter who is a senior in high school. I’ve been recycling since our 4-H clubs had paper drives and collected “cullet” glass in the 1970s. Let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth. 



