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I enjoyed meeting many of you at last week’s Assembly. In this day of e-mail, Facebook, cell phones, internet etc. it’s still good to meet people face-to-face, shake hands and interact on a more personal level. Please look over the Green Energy materials and contact me to discuss ways to improve the energy efficiency of your church building. As I said in my remarks at lunch I don’t have all the answers but I have the time and resources to go and find the answers for you.
Driving to and from Washington, IL last week I spent some time reflecting on driving and its enormous impact on our environment. My car has high mileage and while I have no immediate plans to trade I know a new car (a new-to-me car as our family calls them) is a decision I will face in the near future. 

Hybrids have certainly captured the attention of environmentalists. And now they are available in many makes, models and sizes including pick-up trucks. And they’re available from foreign and domestic companies although researching what is made or assembled in America or not can be challenging to decipher. The Toyota Prius is not only attractive because it is a hybrid but because of it’s 50 mpg highway even using the new government scale. Individual owners often average 60 mpg.
Honda has an exciting new feature – an Eco Assist computer built into the dashboard. The computer gives the driver feedback with the display going form blue to shades of green to let you know if you are driving in the most efficient manner possible. The more green displayed the better gas mileage you are getting. Drivers report that after a few weeks they have retrained their driving habits and hardly have to look at the display. They are probably better drivers when they driver other cars. 
Ford also has the Smartgauge cluster with an Engage Mode showing detailed power flow, average mileage, and a "leafy green driving indicator" that adds leaves to the tree as your driving gets more efficient. And Empower Mode displaying mileage history bars and an accessory drive power draw indicator, which shows how much power things like the air conditioning, wipers and lights are drawing. 
Coming from a farm background I am also excited about flex fuel vehicles. My mother and brother drive flex fuel vehicles. Flex fuel has a higher percentage of ethanol – a renewable fuel made from plant matter – at this point in time usually corn. And flex fuel gas stations are on the rise giving us more options. You have to do the math to see if the lower cost of fuel saves money with reduced mpg but it’s still better for the environment and the ag (local) economy.
The Chevrolet Volt has been causing a buzz at this year’s car shows. Due out in the 2011 model year the car can run on battery for about 40 miles before the traditional engine would take over.  
Keep your car serviced and tuned up and the tires properly inflated to get the mileage possible. Before making your next car purchase please take some time to do some research and consider the environmental consequences of your decision. And if you stick with a traditional vehicle pick the one with the best gas mileage. Like many environmental decisions what’s good for the wallet is good for the environment. 

Next week we’re going to take a look a hypermiling and how if we are careful to do it safely how we can save gas and wear and tear on our cars!
Please forward this newsletter to others and urge them to sign up by going to www.greatriverspby.org and using the form in the upper right hand corner.

Until next week. . . .let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth. 

