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By Laurie Vial,
energy consultant
I was surfing the internet recently to look for some new ways that our Presbyterian churches can “go green” by conserving energy and being more conscious of our impact on the environment. I stumbled across the following web site http://nccecojustice.org/greenchurch/
Wow. This web site if chock full of information and sings the praises of many different churches of several different denominations. The Presbyterians got a nice pat on the back. . . in New York City the Presbytery if offering free energy audits to all of its churches. 

In North Texas a group of United Methodist churches has joined forces to purchase electricity generated by wind. 

If you are a church custodian or the chair or member of the building committee (trustees) or whatever you call it at your church; you would find this website inspirational. I dare you to spend 10 minutes at the web site and not get excited and motivated. 

And the best thing about the web site are the step by step tools to get you started. Change can be overwhelming and churches are often famous for dragging their feet and balking at change. How many times have you heard someone say “but we’ve always done it that way”? 

As I write this column the disaster in the gulf continues to unfold as oil keeps churning to the surface in unfathomable quantities. It’s a grim reminder of our impact on the earth. It’s made us think once again about the wildlife, the people who live there and the people whose ways of making a living are now impacted by this unintentional attack on the environment. 

The Presbytery of Great Rivers has adopted this mission of energy conservation and environmental stewardship but they are not alone. Christians across the United States are looking around and coming to the same conclusions. We need to leave our planet in better shape for future generations. 
From green building resources, water conservation, solar, green roofs, green cleaning products, youth groups activities, green church camps and perhaps most important weaving ecological concerns into their daily ministry - this web site has it all.
In future columns we’ll focus on funding options and Presbyterian green camps and conference centers.
Hopefully you read my recent column announcing a new opportunity to bring FREE energy audits to all of our Presbytery churches. If want to get on the list or need more information shoot me an e-mail using the hot link below.

To contact me, e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.  Until next week let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.
