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By Laurie Vial,
energy consultant
Summer has arrived and with it memories of church camp: so’mores around the campfire, making name badges at craft time, swimming in the lake and waking to the camp director singing to us on the loud speaker.

Last week’s column was on the web site:
http://nccecojustice.org/greenchurch/ and I promised that this week we would take a look at green conference centers and church camps. 
Camps and conference centers can be green in how they approach their management and organization. Examples are using washable trays in the dining room and serving food grown locally. It can include the big stuff such as replacing an old air conditioning system with a high efficiency model that costs more on the front side. 

But camps and conferences can also be green in their curriculum and focus - weaving the environment and conservation into their subject matter as the main theme. It somehow seems easier to learn about taking better care of the earth when you are in a beautiful, natural setting. 
The Presbyterian Conservation Corps has been renamed the Eco Stewards Program. Young people age 20-30 can apply for the weeklong program next May and summer internships are also available. 

“What Is Eco-Stewardship?

Eco-Stewardship is actively caring for creation as a way to love one's neighbor and better the global community. Eco-Stewards strive for six things:
1.
Eco-consciousness
2.
Being in solidarity with the poor
3.
Living as ecological and socially responsible consumers
4.
Personal spiritual journeys that are nurtured and supported by the Way of Community
5.
Having roots in Presbyterian Reformed tradition
6.
Providing education and training that compels action”

The web site is http://www.presbyterianconservationcorps.org/. 
Stronghold, a Presbyterian camp and conference center in Oregon, IL, will offer Jr. Eco Explorers in July for third through fifth graders. Here’s a description:

“The earth is full of God’s “riches and creatures.” Come and explore Gods wonderful creation in this exciting camp. Plants and critters “many and varied” are hiding in plain sight – if you know where to look! Using all their senses, Eco-Explorers will explore the natural world, look under rocks, learn to identify animal tracks, taste the flavors that native plants have to offer, and challenge themselves to live ‘more greenly.’ Campers are sure to go home with a renewed love and respect for God’s amazing creation through this camp.”

I’ll share “green” camping and conference opportunities as I learn about them!

Learn more about FREE energy audits for all churches in our Presbytery using the form at www.greatriverspby.org. To contact me, e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.  Until next week let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.
