FREE ENERGY AUDITS ANNOUNCED

04-12-10
By Laurie Vial, 
energy consultant


It seems like when my children and I talk about church we often talk about how to use one’s unique talents to help a church. It’s often an accountant or CPA who pitches in and serves as treasurer. Someone handy with carpentry, plumbing or landscaping is always welcomed with open arms. My mother served as church organist and related tasks for over 50 years on a purely volunteer basis. 

While attending the Assembly meeting in February an engineer (who is clerk of session at his church) approached me and volunteered his services to conduct energy audits on church buildings in the Presbytery of Great Rivers – free of charge. He said he wanted to use his professional skills and talents to “give back.”

Here are the guidelines we have established: he will do one energy audit per month. The congregation will be asked to sign a waiver acknowledging that the audit is being performed on a voluntary basis and that the congregation will hold the engineer harmless. It is suggested that the church reimburse the volunteer for mileage traveling to and from the church. 


Our volunteer, Mark Cordes, is also interested in teaching some Saturday workshops on how churches can make some changes (large and small) to reduce their energy consumption. Mark works for an architecture firm in Peoria and is fully qualified to conduct these audits. 


This is an exciting new offering in the Presbytery’s mission to help all churches learn more about their buildings and what options they have to make them more energy efficient. To get on the schedule for a free energy audit simply e-mail me using the hot button below and I will work with Mark to set up an appointment.


I will also be working with Mark to set up some Saturday workshops at three or four locations so churches can learn more about saving energy which saves money and becoming more green in every aspect of church life and home life. Watch this column for workshops announcements.


Feel free to post this column on your church bulletin board or reproduce them in your church newsletter. If you received this newsletter as a forward and want to subscribe go to www.greatriverspby.org and use the form in the upper right hand corner. To contact me e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.  Until next week, let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.
