EUREKA COLLEGE STARTS GOING GREEN
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By Laurie Vial,
Energy consultant

Eureka College is launching a new committee of faculty, students and staff to explore ways to “green” the campus. The committee recently hosted “What’s so great about a green campus? - an evening discussion with Nan Jenks-Jay, Dean of Environmental Affairs at Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont about how colleges and universities can work towards environmental sustainability and why they should.” Her campus may be one the greenest in the United States and offers fields of study in areas related to the environment. 

What interesting about any agenda on a campus is that the entire student population turns over approximately every four years. So if something is going to last you constantly have to seek “buy in” from the younger students. 

The college buys food locally. The cafeteria cooks with whole foods and the students grow a lot of food in organic gardens. 

There is a recycling program with a very high percentage of participation. And many students work part time at the recycling center sorting the items that come in co-mingled to encourage participation. If you make recycling as easy as possible more consumers will jump on the bandwagon.
Much of the heating on campus comes from biomass digesters. Much of the biomass comes from the food waste on campus. 
Here is the green mission statement if you will from their website “At Middlebury, sustainability is about more than our renewable energy projects and 'green' buildings. It is an integral part of how we teach, work, and play.
With innovative ideas from the campus community, a supportive administration, and the oldest undergraduate environmental

 HYPERLINK "http://www.middlebury.edu/academics/es"  studies program in the country, Middlebury provides a unique atmosphere to explore real-world problems. At Middlebury we have set milestones for carbon neutrality and renewable energy, for greening athletics as well as study abroad, and by increasing local foods in our dinning halls and through our organic garden.”

While a college campus is not a church – as we broaden our approach to greener living in our spiritual life and our home life we can take bits and pieces from many sources and fit together those that make sense.
It will interesting to follow Eureka College as they explore their green options and make changes. One of their first decisions was to forego spraying the dandelions in the campus lawn. That’s a good place to start and let’s hope they don’t get many complaints. If your church is making green decisions it can be confusing and even controversial. Contact me if I can help in any way. 
Hopefully you read my recent column announcing a new opportunity to bring FREE energy audits to all of our Presbytery churches. If want to get on the list or need more information shoot me an e-mail using the hot link below.

To contact me, e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.To subscribe to the newsletter where my column appears go the home page of www.greatriverspby.org and use the form in the upper right hand corner. Until next week let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.

