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By Laurie Vial, 
energy consultant

Sometimes our government works extremely well and makes wise use of our tax dollars. I spent time this week checking out several web sites that were supposed to be excellent resources for our congregations to save energy concerning church buildings. Well, www.energystar.gov has a whole program just for congregations!

Go to their website, click on the “buildings and plants” tab. Then click on “Congregations” in the lefthand navigation bar. There is so much information it can be overwhelming - especially if you are a volunteer serving on a church committee charged with caring for your church building. Sometimes it’s easier to arrange to fix a leaky faucet at the church than to spend your free time reading information on how the building can be more energy efficient. 


But church custodians and those on the building committee or the equivalent at your church should be excited about this resource. I’ll try to break it down to some key points for you to more easily digest. Do bookmark this site and refer back to it often. 


First of all we encourage you to sign up and “join.” It’s free. It gives you free technical support, information and a free copy of “Putting Energy into Stewarship” - the 39-page Bible on energy conservation for churches. And as an added bonus you will be eligible to compete for awards and be able to network with other congregations to share ideas and solutions. This is another win, win, win.


A challenge for your custodian and/or building committee is to print out the “How To Guide” for analyzing your building and evaluate your physical plant inside and out. Present the Session with a proposal on changes with cost estimates. But most importantly attach an estimate on how soon the energy savings will pay for the upgrades. Some changes such as changing out lightbulbs have a relatively short payback timetable. For projects with long payback times, grants may be available. 


Here’s what the website says about this program:

Energy Star For Congregations
“Most congregations can cut energy costs by up to 30% by investing strategically in efficient equipment, facility upgrades and maintenance. With free, unbiased information and technical support from ENERGY STAR, your congregation can more easily improve stewardship of your budget’s energy dollars, and of the earth by reducing energy waste and energy costs, while protecting the environment.”

Hopefully you all read my recent column announcing a new opportunity to bring FREE energy audits to all of our Presbytery churches. If want to get on the list or need more information shoot me an e-mail using the hot link below.

Feel free to post this column on your church bulletin board or reproduce them in your church newsletter. If you received this newsletter as a forward and want to subscribe go to www.greatriverspby.org and use the form in the upper right hand corner. To contact me e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.  Until next week let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.

