CASH FOR YOUR OLD APPLIANCES

05-05-10
By Laurie Vial, 
Energy Consultant

Hopefully you had a blessed Easter with family and celebrated in a “green” manner. I took my cloth bags to the store when I purchased my Easter groceries and noticed more and more shoppers are doing the same.

Cash for Clunkers has ended and Cash for Refrigerators is about to begin. Illinois’ discount on certain Energy Star rated appliances will start April 16 and end when the federal stimulus money runs out or April 25, whichever comes first. Participating retailers will offer the qualifying appliances at 15 percent off. And you can garner a $75 rebate if you have your old freezer or refrigerator picked up for recycling when the new one is delivered. 

Appliances that are part of the program include refrigerators, freezers, clothes washers, room air conditioners and dishwashers. These appliances must be for use in your own home. A household can receive one rebate for each appliance type. For example, you can purchase a dishwasher and a refrigerator but you can’t buy two refrigerators. 


For more information check out the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity web site or call 877-782-7005.

The federal rebate program echoes several programs provided by local utility companies to try to get families to get rid of the extra, old refrigerator in the garage or basement or on the porch. These older models are usually very inefficient and are often in an uncooled part of the house. They are also often half full. You are paying a premium for a few extra cans of cold soda. 

April 16 will be hectic. I suggest you go to participating retailers now and do your comparison shopping so you are ready to pop in on April 16 and finalize the purchase. Participating retailers are listed at http://www.commerce.state.il.us/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Appliances2.htm (search by city or retailer). Appliances must be purchased at the store – online purchases will not qualify for discounts or rebates.

Feel free to post this column on your church bulletin board or reproduce them in your church newsletter. If you received this newsletter as a forward and want to subscribe go to www.greatriverspby.org and use the form in the upper right hand corner. To contact me e-mail greenenergy@greatriverspby.org.  Until next week let’s all strive to be good stewards of God’s earth.
